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Introduction 

 

The decline in daily newspaper readership and, more recently, in television network news 

viewing in the United States is well documented.  In recent years these declines have precipitated 

a more extensive “crisis” in journalism and the news industry, including the downsizing of news 

staff, the restructuring of news “products,” and even the collapsing of venerable newspapers. 

The economic implications alone of this state of affairs clearly make the shrinking 

audiences for news (at least as traditionally defined) newsworthy.   Add to this the centrality of a 

free, independent and diverse press to the very logic of democracy, and the story becomes even 

more compelling. 

But how well does the news industry cover its own state of affairs?  The research 

described in this paper is an attempt to provide a preliminary and tentative answer to this 

question.  More specifically we examine the frequency with which major daily newspapers and 

national television news networks have covered the decline in their readers and viewers 

respectively as well as the resulting effects of these declines on the health of their professions. 

 

Data and Methods 

 The central stages in conducting this research were (1) selecting an appropriate list of 

newspapers and television news outlets to include; (2) establishing an appropriate time period to 

study; (3) identifying databases that include a complete set of published news articles and 

transcripts of broadcast news segments; and (4) developing a system for searching these 

databases in a way that selected all articles/news segments of relevance (i.e., that were about 

declining newspaper readership or news audiences and/or its impact on the news industry) while 

avoiding irrelevant articles/segments. 
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 For our analysis we selected the top 25 circulation daily newspapers in the United States 

(as reported by Editor & Publisher magazine), plus two wire services (the Associated Press and 

Reuters).  Given our location in Philadelphia, we also added the Philadelphia Daily News (The 

Philadelphia Inquirer was already on the list of 25 top circulation papers. For the full set of 

newspapers included in our study see Appendix 2).  We also selected the national news 

broadcasts of ABC, CBS, NBC, PBS, the Fox News Network, CNN, and CNBC (For a full list 

of specific news shows included see Appendix 1).  As a time frame we selected January 1 2000 

thru March 12 2009, a time period that includes the most recent and in some cases precipitous 

declines in news readership and viewing.  Our primary database for the analyses of newspapers 

was LexisNexis (which included 19 of the 26 newspapers). LexisNexis was supplemented with 

Newsbank (which includes transcripts for The Arizona Republic, the Dallas Morning News and 

the Detroit Free Press) and Factiva, (which includes transcripts from the Wall Street Journal, 

Chicago Tribune, Orange County Register and the Minneapolis-Star Tribune, as well as for the 

two wire services used).  The data base used for national television news shows was Factiva.   

 The most complicated and potentially problematic stage of the research design was 

developing the search queries needed to identify relevant articles and news segments from the 

databases.  This process involved several months of experimentation with different combinations 

of keywords and phrases to be used as search terms, as well as experimentation with searching 

different parts of the articles/news segments (e.g., headlines, first paragraphs, full texts, etc.).  

The results of these various searches were compared to each other, with at least samples of the 

actual articles/segments that were selected read to determine their relevance (for a description of 

the process ultimately used, see the Appendix 2).  While we continue to test the validity and 

reliability of different search queries, the approaches used in this paper are the ones that 
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produced the most complete set of relevant stories with the fewest “false positives” (for a 

description of the specific queries used for each database see Appendix 3). 

 

Preliminary Results 

 While still needing additional checks on the reliability and validity of our selection 

methods, our preliminary findings suggest the following broad patterns. 

Newspapers & Wire Services Coverage of Decline in Newspaper Readership:  Over 

the nine plus years covered by our study (2000 to early 2009) there were 2060 news articles, 

news analyses and columns devoted to the topic of the decline in newspaper readership and/or its 

consequences. Of these, fully 1160 (56%) were AP or Reuters wire service stories, the vast 

majority of which never found their way into the daily newspapers we examined.
1
  The 

remaining 900 stories (44%) appeared in the 26 newspapers included in our study (see Tables 

One and Two).  

The yearly average (mean) of 100 published newspaper stories (or just under four stories 

per individual paper) and 128 wire stories (or 64 per service) mask significant differences across 

specific publications, specific publishers, and specific year (see Tables One thru Four and 

Figures One thru Five).  Of the wire services, AP (651 stories) was somewhat more likely than 

Reuters (509) to disseminate stories on the decline in newspaper readership.  Among newspapers 

themselves, seven of the 26 papers examined accounted for over three quarters of all the stories 

published: The Wall Street Journal (163), New York Times (154), Washington Post (83), Boston 

Globe (70), Chicago Sun-Times (51), Philadelphia Inquirer (50), Houston Chronicle (33), St. 

Petersburg Times (32), Long Island Newsday (29), and the San Francisco Chronicle (28).  

                                                 
1
 Of these wire service stories, remarkably few appear to have been picked up by newspapers, at least in ways that 

identified them as such. For a discussion of our method for determining if wire stories found their way into 

newspapers, see appendices 3-12 thru 3-14. 
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Similarly, six publishers
2
 account for over two-thirds of the 900 published stories: the New York 

Times Company (224), News Corporation (185), Washington Post Corporation (83), Hearst 

Corporation (61), Philadelphia Media Holdings LLC (60), and the Sun-Times Media Group (51).  

Finally, the number of stories published in each (full) year varied from a low of 92 in2000 to 

highs in 2007 (293) and 2008 (292), with four of the five highest publication years occurring 

since 2005 (See Figure Five). 

National Television News Coverage of Decline in National News Audiences: Over the 

nine plus years we examined, the seven national networks (which included over 100 specific 

weekly or nightly news shows) we were able to identify only 22 total reports that were relevant 

to declining news audiences in general, and only 6 reports that were relevant to the decline in 

network news viewing specifically. An additional 45 reports were more generally related to 

declines in audiences for television networks generally (i.e., entertainment viewing). These 

numbers were too small to justify more detailed analyses by year or network. 

Cross Media Coverage: Lastly we examined the extent to which each news medium 

covered declines in the other medium’s readers/viewers (i.e., the extent to which newspapers 

covered declines in national television news audiences and national television news covered 

declines in newspaper readership).  For a description of the query methodologies and specific 

queries used in these analyses see Appendix 2, 3-9, 3-10, 3-11 and 3-15. 

From 2000 to 2008 we found 95 newspaper and wire service stories on the decline in 

television news viewing, with over half of these coming from three sources: The New York Times 

(26), The Washington Post (18), and AP (10) and/or occurring in 2006 to 2008 (see Tables Five 

and Six and Figures Six and Seven).  Over this same period we found 38 national television news 

                                                 
2
 These figures are based on the publisher that currently owns each newspaper.  At the time specific articles were 

published specific papers were often owned by different publishers.   
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broadcasts that were devoted in declines in newspaper readership, most commonly on CNBC 

(12) and FOX News (9) (see Tables Seven and Eight and Figures Eight and Nine).   

    

Preliminary Conclusions, Limitations and Next Steps  

  We remind the reader that these results are preliminary and more work needs to be done 

to be certain we have captured all or most of the relevant newspaper and television news stories.  

In addition, more detailed analyses need to be done to better determine why these patterns exist 

(e.g., do certain events such as the release of a report or the closing of a newspaper explain 

increases in stories, or do certain publications see this story as more relevant to themselves or 

their readers). More analyses also need to be done on the specific placement (e.g., front page, 

business, commentary) and, most importantly, the content of stories.   

 With these limitations and future research goals in mind, however, our preliminary 

research is suggestive.  There is of course no “objective” way to say if the amount and 

distribution of newspaper coverage of the decline of its own profession’s readership is 

“appropriate,” though the fact that the wire services released more stories than the amount that 

were actually published suggests editorial decisions at newspapers “devalued” this topic to some 

degree (keep in mind that a single wire service story could in theory have produced 26 or more 

published news stories).  

Nonetheless, compared to national television news coverage of its own decline, 

newspaper coverage looks quite extensive.  It is not too great a leap to say that for all intents and 

purposes national television news has ignored its drop in viewership.  Indeed, we found that 

newspapers were more likely to cover the decline in television news viewing than was television 
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news itself, and that national television news was slightly more likely to cover the decline in 

newspaper readership than in its own audiences.    
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APPENDIX 1: 

Television Transcripts Available Through Factiva 
NBC 
NBC News: Dateline NBC  

NBC News: Meet the Press  

NBC News: Nightly News  

NBC News: Saturday Today  

NBC News: Special Report  

NBC News: Sunday Today  

NBC News: The Chris Matthews Show  

NBC News: Today  

NBC Professional Transcripts 

 

CNN 
CNN: Ahead of the Curve  

CNN: American Morning  

CNN: Breaking News  

CNN: CNN Newsroom  

CNN: CNN Tonight  

CNN: Crossfire  

CNN: Early Edition  

CNN: First Evening News  

CNN First Evening News  

CNN Headline News: Glenn Beck  

CNN Headline News: Issues with Jane Velez-

Mitchell  

CNN Headline News: Nancy Grace  

CNN Headline News: Showbiz Tonight  

CNN: Inside Politics  

CNN: Larry King Live  

CNN: Larry King Weekend  

CNN: LATE EDITION W/WOLF BLITZER  

CNN: Live From...  

CNN Live Saturday  

CNN: Live Today  

CNN Morning News  

CNN: News from CNN  

CNN: Reliable Sources  

CNN: Saturday Morning  

CNN SATURDAY NIGHT  

CNN Sunday  

CNN: Sunday Morning  

CNN SUNDAY NIGHT  

CNN: The Situation Room  

CNN: The Spin Room  

CNN: Today  

CNN: This Week in Politics  

CNN: Wolf Blitzer Reports  

CNN: World Report  

CNN: Your Money  

CNN: Your World Today

 

ABC 
ABC (Abstracts)  

ABC News: 20/20  

ABC News: Good Morning America  

ABC News: Good Morning America - Sunday  

ABC News: News Brief  

ABC News: Nightline  

ABC News Now: Breaking News  

ABC News Now: Couch Potatoes  

ABC News Now: In the Mix  

ABC News Now: Influential  

ABC News Now: Inside the Newsroom  

ABC News Now: Inside Washington  

ABC News Now: Money Matters  

ABC News Now: Politics Live  

ABC News Now: Special Report  

ABC News Now: World News Now  

ABC News: Primetime Thursday  

ABC News: Special Program  

ABC News: Special Report  

ABC News: This Week  

ABC News: World News Now  

ABC News: World News Saturday  

ABC News: World News Sunday  

ABC News: World News This Morning  

ABC News: World News with Charles Gibson  

 

CBS 
CBS News: 48 Hours  

CBS News: 60 Minutes  

CBS News: 60 Minutes II  

CBS News: Evening News  

CBS News: Evening News - Saturday  

CBS News: Evening News - Sunday  

CBS News: Face the Nation  

CBS News: Morning News  

CBS News Special Report  

CBS News: Sunday Morning  

CBS News: The Early Show  

CBS News: The Saturday Early Show 
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FOX 
Fox News: America's News Headquarters  

Fox News: Fox Files  

Fox News: Fox News Sunday  

Fox News: The Big Story  

Fox News: The Journal Editorial Report  

 

CNBC 
CNBC: Business Center  

CNBC: Capital Report  

CNBC: Early Today  

CNBC: Hardball with Chris Matthews  

CNBC: Louis Rukeyser's Wall Street  

CNBC: Kudlow & Company  

CNBC: Special Report With Maria Bartiromo  

CNBC: Rivera Live!  

CNBC: Squawk Box  

CNBC: The News on CNBC  

CNBC: Tim Russert  

 

PBS 
PBS: The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer  

PBS: The Charlie Rose Show 
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APPENDIX 2: QUERY METHODOLOGY 

 

QUERIES (Regarding Newspaper Decline) 

 

Development of Query for newspapers covering newspapers 

 

A simple query was compared with an advanced query using the Power Search in Lexis-Nexis 

Academic. The New York Times was used as a test case.  Entries returned by both queries were 

compiled into a single database and compared via content analysis. (See Appendix 3-1). 

The advanced query returned 168 results: 3 of these entries were duplicates, and a total of 146 

entries were relevant (86.9%).  (See Appendix 3-2). 

The simple query returned 217 results, and 75 of these entries were relevant (34.6%).  80% of the 

relevant results returned by the simple query were also returned by the advanced query. There 

were 15 relevant entries remaining that were excluded by the advanced query. 

Including both searches, there were 161 relevant entries.  The successful return rate of the 

advanced query was 90.6%, whereas the return rate of the simple query was 46.6%.  The two 

queries are included below.   

De-duplication:  After being compiled into a single file, entries were de-duplicated using Title, 

Date, and Publication as criteria. 

 

Lexis Nexis: 

The advanced query was used in Lexis Nexis to find relevant entries from 19 newspapers: the 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution; the Boston Globe; the Chicago Sun-Times;  the Cleveland Plain 

Dealer; the Houston Chronicle; the Long Island Newsday; the Los Angeles Times; the Daily 

News (New York); the New York Post; the New York Times; the Newark Star-Ledger; the 

Philadelphia Daily News; the Philadelphia Inquirer; the Portland Oregonian; the San Diego 

Union-Tribune; the San Francisco Chronicle; the St. Petersburg Times; the USA Today; the 

Washington Post.   

In total, the advanced query in Lexis Nexis returned 695 entries. 

 

Newsbank:  
The advanced query was adapted to the Boolean structure of Newsbank for three newspapers 

(The Arizona Republic, the Dallas Morning News, and the Detroit Free Press).  Because there 

were so few entries, each entry was content analyzed for relevance.  Of 18 returns, 12 entries 

were relevant (66.7%). (See Appendix 3-3). 

 

Factiva: 
The advanced query was adapted to the Boolean structure of Factiva for four newspapers (The 

Wall Street Journal, Chicago Tribune, the Minneapolis Star Tribune, and The Orange County 

Register).   Additionally, the advanced query was used to generate reports from two wire 

services (The Associated Press and Reuters).   

Entries retrieved from wire services were content-analyzed for location; only articles written in 

the U.S. were selected for analysis. 1346 of 1939 (69%) entries were based in the U.S.  

After de-duplication, the advanced query in Factiva returned a total of 1353 articles (including 

both wire services and newspapers). (See Appendix 3-4). 
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Modified versions of the advanced queries for all three databases were employed to identify 

duplicate articles between wire services and newspapers (See Appendices 14-16).  21 stories 

were from wire services.  Results (by newspaper) were the following:  

 

 
Publication Stories from AP/Reuters 

The New York Times  5 

The Houston Chronicle  3 

The Philadelphia Inquirer  2 

San Diego Union-Tribune  2 

Daily News  1 

The Oregonian  1 

The Star-Ledger  1 

The Washington Post  1 

Wall Street Journal 4 

Dallas Morning News 1 

Total 21 

 

Development of Query for television networks covering newspapers’ decline 

 

Factiva: Television transcripts were searched using Factiva. Indexing codes were employed to 

constrain results by content type (Transcript); and industry (Newspaper Publishing; 

Newspaper/Magazine Printing). (See Appendix 3-4).  

The advanced query returned 38 transcripts (excluding transcripts from NPR and financial 

accounting organizations). Factiva’s “Intelligent Indexing” was assumed to be reliable, thus all 

items were assumed to be relevant.  (For a list of news program transcripts available through 

Factiva, see Appendix 1.) 

 

Lexis Nexis: Television transcripts were also searched using an advanced query in Lexis Nexis 

(See Appendix 3-5).  Items from American Public Media, ABC Transcripts (Australia), Channel 

Asia, CNN International, CTV Television, FD (Fair Disclosure) Wire, Federal Document 

Clearing House Congressional Testimony, Federal News Service, NPR, and Presidential 

Campaign Press Materials were excluded from the database of relevant entries (76 items total). 

Items that were not from the “Global Broadcast Database” were de-duplicated; 1 additional entry 

was removed. In total, 519 transcripts were returned by the query. Because results from Factiva 

were perceived to be more reliable, and because Lexis results were often somewhat 

unintelligible, this sample was not content-analyzed. 

 

QUERIES (Regarding Network Decline) 

 

Development of Query for News Transcripts covering network decline 

 
A simple query was entered into Power Search in Lexis-Nexis Academic.  Entries returned were 

compiled into a single database and evaluated for relevance via content analysis by title. Items 

from the Global News Network were not evaluated. (See Appendix 3-6). 
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Of the 1330 entries returned by the simple query (excluding 1583 entries from the Global News 

Network), only 22 reports were relevant to news in general (1.6%), and only 6 reports were 

relevant to network news (0.5%). 45 reports were more generally related to television networks. 

An advanced query was developed using the Power Search in Lexis-Nexis Academic; this query 

was modeled closely after the “newspaper” query.  (See Appendix 3-7). A total of 327 items 

were returned.  A sub-sample of 31 transcripts was content-analyzed; only 1 of 31 items (3%) 

was relevant. 

The advanced query was adapted to the Boolean structure of Factiva; the database’s indexing 

codes were employed to constrain results by content type (Transcript); subject 

(Television/Radio); and industry (Broadcasting, Television Broadcasting, and Commercial 

Television).  The advanced query returned 3 relevant results. (See Appendix 3-8). All results 

were relevant. 

 

Development of query for newspaper articles covering network decline 

 

Lexis Nexis: Two advanced queries were compared, using the New York Times as a test case.  20 

of 26 (76.9%) entries returned by Query 1 were relevant. 30 of 58 entries returned by Query 2 

(51.7%) were relevant. (See Appendix 3-9). 

The advanced query was used in Lexis Nexis to find relevant entries from 20 newspapers: the 

Atlanta Journal-Constitution; the Boston Globe; the Chicago Sun-Times;  the Cleveland Plain 

Dealer; the Houston Chronicle; the Long Island Newsday; the Los Angeles Times; the 

Minneapolis Star Tribune; the Daily News (New York); the New York Post; the New York Times; 

the Newark Star-Ledger; the Philadelphia Daily News; the Philadelphia Inquirer; the Portland 

Oregonian; the San Diego Union-Tribune; the San Francisco Chronicle; the St. Petersburg 

Times; the USA Today; the Washington Post.   

 

Newsbank: Query 1 was adapted for Newsbank for three newspapers (The Arizona Republic, the 

Dallas Morning News, and the Detroit Free Press).  1 of the 13 unique entries was relevant. (See 

Appendix  3-10). 

 

Factiva: Query 1 was adapted for Factiva to retrieve results from 4 newspapers and 2 wire 

services (Wall Street Journal; Chicago Tribune; The Orange County Register; Star-Tribune; 

Reuters; Associated Press).  Factiva’s indexing was employed to constrain results by subject 

(Television/Radio) and industry (Broadcasting; Television Broadcasting; Commercial 

Television).  Of the 30 articles returned, 14 were duplicates.  Content analysis indicated that 12 

of the 16 unique entries (75%) were relevant. (See Appendix  3-11). 
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APPENDIX 3: QUERY CODING 
 

Appendix 3-1: 

Lexis-Nexis Simple query: (newspaper* AND circulation) and DATE(>=2000-01-01 and 

<=2008-12-31) 
 

APPENDIX 3-2: 
Lexis-Nexis Advanced query: Newspapers covering newspapers’ decline 
HEADLINE((newspaper* AND bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* AND ((circulation w/10 loss!) OR (circulation w/10 

lose) OR (circulation w/10 losing) OR (circulation w/10 declin!) OR (circulation w/10 slump!) OR (circulation w/10 

downturn*) OR (circulation w/10 fell) OR (circulation w/10 fall) OR (circulation w/10 drop!) OR (circulation w/10 

flat!) OR (circulation w/10 dwindl*)) ) ) OR LEAD( (newspaper* w/20 bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* w/20 folds) OR 

(newspaper* AND ( (readership w/10 loss!) OR (readership w/10 lose) OR (readership w/10 losing) OR (readership 

w/10 declin!) OR (readership w/10 slump!) OR (readership w/10 downturn*) OR (readership w/10 fell) OR 

(readership w/10 fall) OR (readership w/10 drop!) OR (readership w/10 dwind!) ) ) or (newspaper* AND ( 

(circulation w/10 loss!) OR (circulation w/10 lose) OR (circulation w/10 losing) OR (circulation w/10 declin!) OR 

(circulation w/10 slump!) OR (circulation w/10 downturn*) OR (circulation w/10 fell) OR (circulation w/10 fall) 

OR (circulation w/10 drop!) OR (circulation w/10 flat!) OR (circulation w/10 dwindl*)) ) or (newspaper* AND 

((newsroom* w/20 job*) OR (newsroom* w/20 layoff) OR (newsroom* w/20 lay-off) OR (newsroom*w/20 "lay 

off") OR (newsroom* w/20 "laid off") OR (newsroom* w/20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom* w/20 "cutting costs")) ) 

or (newspaper* AND ((journalist* w/20 "job cuts") OR (journalist* w/20 layoff) OR (journalist* w/20 lay-off) OR 

(journalist* w/20 "lay off") OR (journalist* w/20 "laid off") OR (journalist* w/20 "cut costs") OR (journalist* w/20 

"cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper* AND (publish w/10 "last edition")) OR (newspaper* w/30 "job cuts") OR 

(newspaper* AND (search w/5 buyer)) OR (newspaper*  AND (advertisers w/10 los!)) OR (newspaper* AND 

(("advertising revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 losing) 

OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 declin!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 slump!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 

downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" 

w/10 drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 dwind!))) OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("ad 

revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 declin!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 

slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("ad 

revenue" w/10 drop!) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 dwind!) ) ) OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb w/5 cost!) 

OR (cut* w/5 cost!))) OR (newspaper* AND (future w/10 challeng*)) OR (newspaper* w/10 downsiz*) OR ("Audit 

Bureau of Circulations" w/10 decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" w/10 fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 

flat*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 slump!*) ) and 

DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 

 

APPENDIX 3-3: 
NEWSBANK Query:  Newspapers covering newspapers’ decline 
HEADLINE 
(newspaper? AND bankrupt*) OR (newspaper? AND ((circulation NEAR10 (loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) 

OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR (circulation NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 downturn?) OR (circulation NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 flat*) OR (circulation NEAR10 dwindl?)) )  

LEAD PARAGRAPH 

(newspaper? NEAR20 bankrupt*) OR (newspaper? NEAR20 folds) OR (newspaper? AND ( (readership NEAR10 

loss*) OR (readership NEAR10 lose) OR (readership NEAR10 losing) OR (readership NEAR10 declin*) OR 

(readership NEAR10 slump*) OR (readership NEAR10 downturn?) OR (readership NEAR10 fell) OR (readership 

NEAR10 fall) OR (readership NEAR10 drop*) OR (readership NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper? AND ( 

(circulation NEAR10 loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR (circulation NEAR10 downturn?) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 flat*) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 dwindl?)) )  OR (newspaper? AND ((newsroom? NEAR20 job?) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 

layoff) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom?NEAR20 "lay off") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "laid off") 
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OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) )  OR (newspaper? AND 

((journalist? NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist? NEAR20 layoff) OR (journalist? NEAR20 lay-off) OR 

(journalist? NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "laid off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "cut costs") OR 

(journalist? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper? AND (publish NEAR10 "last edition"))  OR (newspaper? 

NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (newspaper? AND (search NEAR5 buyer)) OR (newspaper?  AND (advertisers NEAR10 

los*))  OR (newspaper? AND (("advertising revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 lose) 

OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 declin*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" NEAR10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 downturn?) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 

fell) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" NEAR10 dwind*)))  OR (newspaper? AND (("ad revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 

lose) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 

slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 downturn?) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 fall) 

OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper? AND publisher AND 

((curb NEAR5 cost*) OR (cut? NEAR5 cost*))) OR (newspaper? AND (future NEAR10 challeng?)) OR 

(newspaper? NEAR10 downsiz?)  OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 decline?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" NEAR10 drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 fall?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" NEAR10 fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 flat?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" AND dwindl?) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 slump?) 

 

APPENDIX 3-4: 
Factiva Newspaper Query 1: Newspapers covering newspapers’ decline 

Due to word-limit constraints, queries for Factiva were split into 3 parts; duplicate entries were 

removed after all items were compiled. 

 
Constraining to HEADLINE & LEAD 
 (newspaper*  NEAR20 bankrupt*) OR (newspaper*  NEAR20 folds) OR (newspaper*  AND ( (readership 

NEAR10 loss*) OR (readership NEAR10 lose) OR (readership NEAR10 losing) OR (readership NEAR10 declin*) 

OR (readership NEAR10 slump*) OR (readership NEAR10 downturn* ) OR (readership NEAR10 fell) OR 

(readership NEAR10 fall) OR (readership NEAR10 drop*) OR (readership NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper*  

AND ( (circulation NEAR10 loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR (circulation NEAR10 downturn* ) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 

flat*) OR (circulation NEAR10 dwindl* )) )  OR (newspaper*  AND ((newsroom*  NEAR20 job* ) OR 

(newsroom*  NEAR20 layoff) OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "lay off") OR 

(newsroom*  NEAR20 "laid off") OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 "cutting 

costs")) )  OR (newspaper*  AND ((journalist*  NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 layoff) OR 

(journalist*  NEAR20 lay-off) OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "laid off") OR 

(journalist*  NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper*  AND (publish 

NEAR10 "last edition"))  OR (newspaper*  NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (newspaper*  AND (search NEAR5 buyer)) 

Factiva Newspaper Query 2: Newspapers covering newspapers’ decline 
Constraining to HEADLINE & LEAD 

 (newspaper*  AND (advertisers near10 los*))  OR (newspaper* AND (("advertising revenue" near10 loss*) OR 

("advertising revenue" near10 lose) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 

declin*) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 downturn*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" near10 fell) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 drop*) OR 

("advertising revenue" near10 dwind*)))  OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" near10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" 

near10 lose) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 

slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" near10 fall) OR 

("ad revenue" near10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" near10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb 

near5 cost*) OR (cut* near5 cost*))) OR (newspaper* AND (future near10 challeng*)) OR (newspaper* near10 

downsiz*)  OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 drop) 

OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 fell) OR ("Audit 

Bureau of Circulations" near10 flat*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" near10 slump*) 
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APPENDIX 3-5: 
Lexis-Nexis Advanced query: Television networks covering newspapers’ decline 
LEAD( (newspaper* w/s bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* w/s folds) OR (newspaper* AND ( (readership w/s loss!) OR 

(readership w/s lose) OR (readership w/s losing) OR (readership w/s declin!) OR (readership w/s slump!) OR 

(readership w/s downturn*) OR (readership w/s fell) OR (readership w/s fall) OR (readership w/s drop!) OR 

(readership w/s dwind!) ) ) or (newspaper* AND ( (circulation w/s loss!) OR (circulation w/s lose) OR (circulation 

w/s losing) OR (circulation w/s declin!) OR (circulation w/s slump!) OR (circulation w/s downturn*) OR 

(circulation w/s fell) OR (circulation w/s fall) OR (circulation w/s drop!) OR (circulation w/s flat!) OR (circulation 

w/s dwindl*)) ) or (newspaper* AND ((newsroom* w/s job*) OR (newsroom* w/s layoff) OR (newsroom* w/s lay-

off) OR (newsroom*w/s "lay off") OR (newsroom* w/s "laid off") OR (newsroom* w/s "cut costs") OR 

(newsroom* w/s "cutting costs")) ) or (newspaper* AND ((journalist* w/s "job cuts") OR (journalist* w/s layoff) 

OR (journalist* w/s lay-off) OR (journalist* w/s "lay off") OR (journalist* w/s "laid off") OR (journalist* w/s "cut 

costs") OR (journalist* w/s "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper* AND (publish w/s "last edition")) OR (newspaper* 

w/p "job cuts") OR (newspaper* AND (search w/s buyer)) OR (newspaper*  AND (advertisers w/s los!)) OR 

(newspaper* AND (("advertising revenue" w/s loss!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s lose) OR ("advertising 

revenue" w/s losing) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s declin!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s slump!) OR 

("advertising revenue" w/s downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fall) OR 

("advertising revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s dwind!))) OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" 

w/s loss!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s lose) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s declin!) OR ("ad 

revenue"  w/s slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/s fall) 

OR ("ad revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s dwind!) ) ) OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb w/s 

cost!) OR (cut* w/s cost!))) OR (newspaper* AND (future w/s challeng*)) OR (newspaper* w/s downsiz*) OR 

("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" w/s fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s flat*) 

OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s slump!*) ) and 

DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 
 

APPENDIX 3-6: 
LEXIS NEXIS Simple Query: network* AND viewer* 

 

APPENDIX 3-7: 
LEXIS NEXIS Query:  Television networks covering networks’ decline 

LEAD( (network* AND plural(news) w/s bankrupt!) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((viewers! w/s loss!) OR 
(viewers! w/s lose) OR (viewers! w/s losing) OR (viewers! w/s declin!) OR (viewers! w/s slump!) OR (viewers! w/s 
downturn*) OR (viewers! w/s fell) OR (viewers! w/s fall) OR (viewers! w/s drop!) OR (viewers! w/s dwind!) ) ) or 
(network* AND plural(news) AND ((audience* w/s loss!) OR (audience* w/s lose) OR (audience* w/s losing) OR 
(audience* w/s declin!) OR (audience* w/s slump!) OR (audience* w/s downturn*) OR (audience* w/s fell) OR 
(audience* w/s fall) OR (audience* w/s drop!) OR (audience* w/s flat) OR (audience* w/s dwindl*))) or (network* 
AND plural(news) w/s "job cuts") OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (search w/s buyer)) OR (network* AND 
plural(news)  AND (advertiser* w/s los!)) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("advertising revenue" w/s loss!) 
OR ("advertising revenue" w/s lose) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s losing) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s declin!) 
OR ("advertising revenue" w/s slump!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s 
fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fall) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s 
dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("ad revenue" w/s loss!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s lose) OR ("ad 
revenue"  w/s losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s declin!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s 
downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/s fall) OR ("ad revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("ad revenue" 
w/s dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND ((curb w/s cost!) OR (cut* w/s cost!))) OR (network* AND 
plural(news) AND (future w/s challeng*)) OR (((television OR “TV” OR network*) w/3 plural(news)) AND ((viewers! 
w/s loss!) OR (viewers! w/s lose) OR (viewers! w/s losing) OR (viewers! w/s declin!) OR (viewers! w/s slump!) OR 
(viewers! w/s downturn*) OR (viewers! w/s fell) OR (viewers! w/s fall) OR (viewers! w/s drop!) OR (viewers! w/s 
dwind!) ) ) OR (Nielsen w/s (plural(news) w/s decline*)) ) and DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 

 
APPENDIX 3-8: 
FACTIVA Queries:  Television networks covering networks’ decline 
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Due to word-limit constraints, queries for Factiva were split into 3 parts; duplicate entries were 

removed after all items were compiled. 
((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 ((viewers NEAR10 loss) OR (viewers NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers NEAR10 losing) 
OR (viewers NEAR10 declin) OR (viewers NEAR10 slump) OR (viewers NEAR10 downturn) OR (viewers NEAR10 fell) 
OR (viewers NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers NEAR10 drop) OR (viewers NEAR10 dwind))) or ((network* NEAR2 “news”) 
NEAR40 ((audience* NEAR10 loss) OR (audience* NEAR10 lose) OR (audience* NEAR10 losing) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 declin) OR (audience* NEAR10 slump) OR (audience* NEAR10 downturn) OR (audience* NEAR10 fell) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 fall) OR (audience* NEAR10 drop) OR (audience* NEAR10 flat) OR (audience* NEAR10 
dwindl))) or ((network* NEAR2 “news”)AND ((newsroom* NEAR20 job) OR (newsroom* NEAR20 layoff) OR 
(newsroom* NEAR20 "lay off") OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "laid off") OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "cut costs") OR 
(newsroom* NEAR20 "cutting costs")) 
 
 ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 ((journalist* NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist* NEAR20 layoff) OR (journalist* 
NEAR20 lay-off) OR (journalist* NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "laid off") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "cut 
costs") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”)NEAR30 "job cuts") OR ((network* 
NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 (search NEAR5 buyer)) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 (advertiser* NEAR10 los*)) 
OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 (("advertising revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 
lose) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 declin*) OR ("advertising 
revenue" NEAR10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fell) 
OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("advertising revenue" 
NEAR10 dwind*))) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 (("ad revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 
lose) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 slump*) OR 
("ad revenue"  NEAR10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("ad 
revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 dwind*)))  
 
((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 ((curb NEAR5 cost*) OR (cut* NEAR5 cost*))) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) 
NEAR40 (future NEAR10 challeng*)) OR ("television news" NEAR20 ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 
lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 downturn*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR ("TV news" NEAR20 ((audience* NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience* NEAR10 lose) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 losing) OR (audience* NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience* NEAR10 slump*) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 downturn*) OR (audience* NEAR10 fell) OR (audience* NEAR10 fall) OR (audience* NEAR10 drop*) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 “news” NEAR20 ((audience* NEAR10 loss*) 
OR (audience* NEAR10 lose) OR (audience* NEAR10 losing) OR (audience* NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 slump*) OR (audience* NEAR10 downturn*) OR (audience* NEAR10 fell) OR (audience* NEAR10 fall) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 drop*) OR (audience* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR ((network* NEAR2 “news”) NEAR40 ((viewers* 
NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 downturn*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (Nielsen NEAR10 (“news” NEAR10 decline*)) 

 
APPENDIX 3-9: 
LEXIS NEXIS Query 1: Newspapers covering television networks’ decline 

LEAD( (network* AND plural(news) w/20 bankrupt!) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((viewers! w/10 loss!) OR 
(viewers! w/10 lose) OR (viewers! w/10 losing) OR (viewers! w/10 declin!) OR (viewers! w/10 slump!) OR (viewers! 
w/10 downturn*) OR (viewers! w/10 fell) OR (viewers! w/10 fall) OR (viewers! w/10 drop!) OR (viewers! w/10 
dwind!) ) ) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((audience* w/10 loss!) OR (audience* w/10 lose) OR (audience* 
w/10 losing) OR (audience* w/10 declin!) OR (audience* w/10 slump!) OR (audience* w/10 downturn*) OR 
(audience* w/10 fell) OR (audience* w/10 fall) OR (audience* w/10 drop!) OR (audience* w/10 flat) OR (audience* 
w/10 dwindl*))) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((newsroom* w/20 job*) OR (newsroom* w/20 layoff) OR 
(newsroom* w/20 lay-off) OR (newsroom*w/20 "lay off") OR (newsroom* w/20 "laid off") OR (newsroom* w/20 
"cut costs") OR (newsroom* w/20 "cutting costs")) ) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((journalist* w/20 "job 
cuts") OR (journalist* w/20 layoff) OR (journalist* w/20 lay-off) OR (journalist* w/20 "lay off") OR (journalist* w/20 
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"laid off") OR (journalist* w/20 "cut costs") OR (journalist* w/20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (network* AND plural(news) 
w/30 "job cuts") OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (search w/5 buyer)) OR (network* AND plural(news)  AND 
(advertiser* w/10 los!)) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("advertising revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("advertising 
revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 declin!) OR 
("advertising revenue" w/10 slump!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 
fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 
dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("ad revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("ad 
revenue"  w/10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 declin!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 
downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 drop!) OR ("ad 
revenue" w/10 dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND ((curb w/5 cost!) OR (cut* w/5 cost!))) OR 
(network* AND plural(news) AND (future w/10 challeng*)) OR ("television news" AND ((viewers! w/10 loss!) OR 
(viewers! w/10 lose) OR (viewers! w/10 losing) OR (viewers! w/10 declin!) OR (viewers! w/10 slump!) OR (viewers! 
w/10 downturn*) OR (viewers! w/10 fell) OR (viewers! w/10 fall) OR (viewers! w/10 drop!) OR (viewers! w/10 
dwind!) ) ) OR ("TV news" AND ((audience* w/10 loss!) OR (audience* w/10 lose) OR (audience* w/10 losing) OR 
(audience* w/10 declin!) OR (audience* w/10 slump!) OR (audience* w/10 downturn*) OR (audience* w/10 fell) 
OR (audience* w/10 fall) OR (audience* w/10 drop!) OR (audience* w/10 dwind!) ) ) OR (network* AND 
plural(news) AND plural(news) AND ((audience* w/10 loss!) OR (audience* w/10 lose) OR (audience* w/10 losing) 
OR (audience* w/10 declin!) OR (audience* w/10 slump!) OR (audience* w/10 downturn*) OR (audience* w/10 
fell) OR (audience* w/10 fall) OR (audience* w/10 drop!) OR (audience* w/10 dwind!) ) ) OR (network* AND 
plural(news) AND ((viewers! w/10 loss!) OR (viewers! w/10 lose) OR (viewers! w/10 losing) OR (viewers! w/10 
declin!) OR (viewers! w/10 slump!) OR (viewers! w/10 downturn*) OR (viewers! w/10 fell) OR (viewers! w/10 fall) 
OR (viewers! w/10 drop!) OR (viewers! w/10 dwind!) ) ) OR (Nielsen w/10 (plural(news) w/10 decline*)) ) and 
DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 
 
LEXIS NEXIS Query 2:  Newspapers covering television networks’ decline 

LEAD( (network* AND plural(news) w/s bankrupt!) or (network* AND plural(news) AND ((viewers! w/s loss!) OR 
(viewers! w/s lose) OR (viewers! w/s losing) OR (viewers! w/s declin!) OR (viewers! w/s slump!) OR (viewers! w/s 
downturn*) OR (viewers! w/s fell) OR (viewers! w/s fall) OR (viewers! w/s drop!) OR (viewers! w/s dwind!) ) ) or 
(network* AND plural(news) AND ((audience* w/s loss!) OR (audience* w/s lose) OR (audience* w/s losing) OR 
(audience* w/s declin!) OR (audience* w/s slump!) OR (audience* w/s downturn*) OR (audience* w/s fell) OR 
(audience* w/s fall) OR (audience* w/s drop!) OR (audience* w/s flat) OR (audience* w/s dwindl*))) or (network* 
AND plural(news) w/s "job cuts") OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (search w/s buyer)) OR (network* AND 
plural(news)  AND (advertiser* w/s los!)) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("advertising revenue" w/s loss!) 
OR ("advertising revenue" w/s lose) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s losing) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s declin!) 
OR ("advertising revenue" w/s slump!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s 
fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fall) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s 
dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND (("ad revenue" w/s loss!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s lose) OR ("ad 
revenue"  w/s losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s declin!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s 
downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/s fall) OR ("ad revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("ad revenue" 
w/s dwind!))) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND ((curb w/s cost!) OR (cut* w/s cost!))) OR (network* AND 
plural(news) AND (future w/s challeng*)) OR ("television news" AND ((viewers! w/s loss!) OR (viewers! w/s lose) 
OR (viewers! w/s losing) OR (viewers! w/s declin!) OR (viewers! w/s slump!) OR (viewers! w/s downturn*) OR 
(viewers! w/s fell) OR (viewers! w/s fall) OR (viewers! w/s drop!) OR (viewers! w/s dwind!) ) ) OR ("TV news" AND 
((audience* w/s loss!) OR (audience* w/s lose) OR (audience* w/s losing) OR (audience* w/s declin!) OR 
(audience* w/s slump!) OR (audience* w/s downturn*) OR (audience* w/s fell) OR (audience* w/s fall) OR 
(audience* w/s drop!) OR (audience* w/s dwind!) ) ) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND plural(news) AND 
((audience* w/s loss!) OR (audience* w/s lose) OR (audience* w/s losing) OR (audience* w/s declin!) OR 
(audience* w/s slump!) OR (audience* w/s downturn*) OR (audience* w/s fell) OR (audience* w/s fall) OR 
(audience* w/s drop!) OR (audience* w/s dwind!) ) ) OR (network* AND plural(news) AND ((viewers! w/s loss!) OR 
(viewers! w/s lose) OR (viewers! w/s losing) OR (viewers! w/s declin!) OR (viewers! w/s slump!) OR (viewers! w/s 
downturn*) OR (viewers! w/s fell) OR (viewers! w/s fall) OR (viewers! w/s drop!) OR (viewers! w/s dwind!) ) ) OR 
(Nielsen w/s (plural(news) w/s decline*)) ) and DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 
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APPENDIX 3-10: 
Newsbank Query:  Newspapers covering television networks’ decline  

LEAD PARAGRAPH 

(network? AND “news” NEAR20 bankrupt*) or (network? AND “news” AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 downturn?) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) or (network? AND “news” AND ((audience? NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience? 
NEAR10 lose) OR (audience? NEAR10 losing) OR (audience? NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience? NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(audience? NEAR10 downturn?) OR (audience? NEAR10 fell) OR (audience? NEAR10 fall) OR (audience? NEAR10 
drop*) OR (audience? NEAR10 flat) OR (audience? NEAR10 dwindl?))) or (network? AND “news” AND ((newsroom? 
NEAR20 job?) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 layoff) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom?NEAR20 "lay off") 
OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "laid off") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) 
) or (network? AND “news” AND ((journalist? NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist? NEAR20 layoff) OR (journalist? 
NEAR20 lay-off) OR (journalist? NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "laid off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "cut 
costs") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (network? AND “news” NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (network? 
AND “news” AND (search NEAR5 buyer)) OR (network? AND “news”  AND (advertiser? NEAR10 los*)) OR (network? 
AND “news” AND (("advertising revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 lose) OR ("advertising 
revenue" NEAR10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 declin*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 slump*) 
OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 downturn?) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fell) OR ("advertising revenue" 
NEAR10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 dwind*))) OR (network? 
AND “news” AND (("ad revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 lose) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 losing) 
OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 downturn?) OR 
("ad revenue"  NEAR10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" 
NEAR10 dwind*))) OR (network? AND “news” AND ((curb NEAR5 cost*) OR (cut? NEAR5 cost*))) OR (network? 
AND “news” AND (future NEAR10 challeng?)) OR ("television news" AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 downturn?) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR ("TV news" AND ((audience? NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience? NEAR10 lose) OR 
(audience? NEAR10 losing) OR (audience? NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience? NEAR10 slump*) OR (audience? NEAR10 
downturn?) OR (audience? NEAR10 fell) OR (audience? NEAR10 fall) OR (audience? NEAR10 drop*) OR (audience? 
NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (network? AND “news” AND “news” AND ((audience? NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience? 
NEAR10 lose) OR (audience? NEAR10 losing) OR (audience? NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience? NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(audience? NEAR10 downturn?) OR (audience? NEAR10 fell) OR (audience? NEAR10 fall) OR (audience? NEAR10 
drop*) OR (audience? NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (network? AND “news” AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 downturn?) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (Nielsen NEAR10 (“news” NEAR10 decline?))  
 
APPENDIX 3-11: 
Factiva Query: Newspapers covering television networks’ decline 

(network* AND “news” NEAR20 bankrupt*) or (network* AND “news” AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 downturn*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) or (network* AND “news” AND ((audience* NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 lose) OR (audience* NEAR10 losing) OR (audience* NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience* NEAR10 slump*) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 downturn*) OR (audience* NEAR10 fell) OR (audience* NEAR10 fall) OR (audience* NEAR10 
drop*) OR (audience* NEAR10 flat) OR (audience* NEAR10 dwindl*))) or (network* AND “news” AND 
((newsroom* NEAR20 job*) OR (newsroom* NEAR20 layoff) OR (newsroom* NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom* 
NEAR20 "lay off") OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "laid off") OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom* 
NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) 
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(network* AND “news” AND ((journalist* NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist* NEAR20 layoff) OR (journalist* 
NEAR20 lay-off) OR (journalist* NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "laid off") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "cut 
costs") OR (journalist* NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (network* AND “news” NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (network* 
AND “news” AND (search NEAR5 buyer)) OR (network* AND “news”  AND (advertiser* NEAR10 los*)) OR 
(network* AND “news” AND (("advertising revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 lose) OR 
("advertising revenue" NEAR10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 declin*) OR ("advertising revenue" 
NEAR10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fell) OR 
("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 
dwind*))) OR (network* AND “news” AND (("ad revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 lose) OR ("ad 
revenue"  NEAR10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  
NEAR10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 
drop*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 dwind*)))  
 
(network* AND “news” AND ((curb NEAR5 cost*) OR (cut* NEAR5 cost*))) OR (network* AND “news” AND (future 
NEAR10 challeng*)) OR ("television news" AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 lose) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 downturn*) 
OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 dwind*) ) 
) OR ("TV news" AND ((audience* NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience* NEAR10 lose) OR (audience* NEAR10 losing) OR 
(audience* NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience* NEAR10 slump*) OR (audience* NEAR10 downturn*) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 fell) OR (audience* NEAR10 fall) OR (audience* NEAR10 drop*) OR (audience* NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR 
(network* AND “news” AND “news” AND ((audience* NEAR10 loss*) OR (audience* NEAR10 lose) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 losing) OR (audience* NEAR10 declin*) OR (audience* NEAR10 slump*) OR (audience* NEAR10 
downturn*) OR (audience* NEAR10 fell) OR (audience* NEAR10 fall) OR (audience* NEAR10 drop*) OR (audience* 
NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (network* AND “news” AND ((viewers* NEAR10 loss*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 lose) OR 
(viewers* NEAR10 losing) OR (viewers* NEAR10 declin*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 slump*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 
downturn*) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fell) OR (viewers* NEAR10 fall) OR (viewers* NEAR10 drop*) OR (viewers* 
NEAR10 dwind*) ) ) OR (Nielsen NEAR10 (“news” NEAR10 decline*))  

 
APPENDIX 3-12:  

LEXIS NEXIS Query: Identifying newspapers’ use of wire services in covering 

newspapers’ decline 
HEADLINE((newspaper* AND bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* AND ((circulation w/10 loss!) OR (circulation w/10 

lose) OR (circulation w/10 losing) OR (circulation w/10 declin!) OR (circulation w/10 slump!) OR (circulation w/10 

downturn*) OR (circulation w/10 fell) OR (circulation w/10 fall) OR (circulation w/10 drop!) OR (circulation w/10 

flat!) OR (circulation w/10 dwindl*)) ) ) OR LEAD( (newspaper* w/20 bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* w/20 folds) OR 

(newspaper* AND ( (readership w/10 loss!) OR (readership w/10 lose) OR (readership w/10 losing) OR (readership 

w/10 declin!) OR (readership w/10 slump!) OR (readership w/10 downturn*) OR (readership w/10 fell) OR 

(readership w/10 fall) OR (readership w/10 drop!) OR (readership w/10 dwind!) ) ) or (newspaper* AND ( 

(circulation w/10 loss!) OR (circulation w/10 lose) OR (circulation w/10 losing) OR (circulation w/10 declin!) OR 

(circulation w/10 slump!) OR (circulation w/10 downturn*) OR (circulation w/10 fell) OR (circulation w/10 fall) 

OR (circulation w/10 drop!) OR (circulation w/10 flat!) OR (circulation w/10 dwindl*)) ) or (newspaper* AND 

((newsroom* w/20 job*) OR (newsroom* w/20 layoff) OR (newsroom* w/20 lay-off) OR (newsroom*w/20 "lay 

off") OR (newsroom* w/20 "laid off") OR (newsroom* w/20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom* w/20 "cutting costs")) ) 

or (newspaper* AND ((journalist* w/20 "job cuts") OR (journalist* w/20 layoff) OR (journalist* w/20 lay-off) OR 

(journalist* w/20 "lay off") OR (journalist* w/20 "laid off") OR (journalist* w/20 "cut costs") OR (journalist* w/20 

"cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper* AND (publish w/10 "last edition")) OR (newspaper* w/30 "job cuts") OR 

(newspaper* AND (search w/5 buyer)) OR (newspaper*  AND (advertisers w/10 los!)) OR (newspaper* AND 

(("advertising revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 losing) 

OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 declin!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 slump!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 

downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" 

w/10 drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/10 dwind!))) OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" w/10 loss!) OR ("ad 

revenue" w/10 lose) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 declin!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 

slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 fall) OR ("ad 

revenue" w/10 drop!) OR ("ad revenue" w/10 dwind!) ) ) OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb w/5 cost!) 
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OR (cut* w/5 cost!))) OR (newspaper* AND (future w/10 challeng*)) OR (newspaper* w/10 downsiz*) OR ("Audit 

Bureau of Circulations" w/10 decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" w/10 fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 

flat*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/10 slump!*) ) and 

DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) and BYLINE("Associated Press" OR "(AP)" OR Reuters) 

 

APPENDIX 3-13:  

NEWSBANK Query:  Identifying newspapers’ use of wire services in covering newspapers’ 

decline 
HEADLINE 
(newspaper? AND bankrupt*) OR (newspaper? AND ((circulation NEAR10 (loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) 

OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR (circulation NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 downturn?) OR (circulation NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 flat*) OR (circulation NEAR10 dwindl?)) )  

LEAD PARAGRAPH 

((newspaper? NEAR20 bankrupt*) OR (newspaper? NEAR20 folds) OR (newspaper? AND ( (readership NEAR10 

loss*) OR (readership NEAR10 lose) OR (readership NEAR10 losing) OR (readership NEAR10 declin*) OR 

(readership NEAR10 slump*) OR (readership NEAR10 downturn?) OR (readership NEAR10 fell) OR (readership 

NEAR10 fall) OR (readership NEAR10 drop*) OR (readership NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper? AND ( 

(circulation NEAR10 loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR (circulation NEAR10 downturn?) OR (circulation 

NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 flat*) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 dwindl?)) )  OR (newspaper? AND ((newsroom? NEAR20 job?) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 

layoff) OR (newsroom? NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom?NEAR20 "lay off") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "laid off") 

OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) )  OR (newspaper? AND 

((journalist? NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist? NEAR20 layoff) OR (journalist? NEAR20 lay-off) OR 

(journalist? NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "laid off") OR (journalist? NEAR20 "cut costs") OR 

(journalist? NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper? AND (publish NEAR10 "last edition"))  OR (newspaper? 

NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (newspaper? AND (search NEAR5 buyer)) OR (newspaper?  AND (advertisers NEAR10 

los*))  OR (newspaper? AND (("advertising revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 lose) 

OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 declin*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" NEAR10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 downturn?) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 

fell) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" NEAR10 dwind*)))  OR (newspaper? AND (("ad revenue" NEAR10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 

lose) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 

slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 downturn?) OR ("ad revenue"  NEAR10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 fall) 

OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper? AND publisher AND 

((curb NEAR5 cost*) OR (cut? NEAR5 cost*))) OR (newspaper? AND (future NEAR10 challeng?)) OR 

(newspaper? NEAR10 downsiz?)  OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 decline?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" NEAR10 drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 fall?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" NEAR10 fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 flat?) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" AND dwindl?) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" NEAR10 slump?) 

AUTHOR/BYLINE: ("Associated Press" OR "(AP)" OR Reuters) 

 

APPENDIX 3-14: 
Factiva Newspaper Query 1: Identifying newspapers’ use of wire services in covering 

newspapers’ decline 

Due to word-limit constraints, queries for Factiva were split into 3 parts; duplicate entries were 

removed after all items were compiled. 

 
Constraining to HEADLINE & LEAD 
( (newspaper*  NEAR20 bankrupt*) OR (newspaper*  NEAR20 folds) OR (newspaper*  AND ( (readership 

NEAR10 loss*) OR (readership NEAR10 lose) OR (readership NEAR10 losing) OR (readership NEAR10 declin*) 

OR (readership NEAR10 slump*) OR (readership NEAR10 downturn* ) OR (readership NEAR10 fell) OR 
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(readership NEAR10 fall) OR (readership NEAR10 drop*) OR (readership NEAR10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper*  

AND ( (circulation NEAR10 loss*) OR (circulation NEAR10 lose) OR (circulation NEAR10 losing) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 declin*) OR (circulation NEAR10 slump*) OR (circulation NEAR10 downturn* ) OR 

(circulation NEAR10 fell) OR (circulation NEAR10 fall) OR (circulation NEAR10 drop*) OR (circulation NEAR10 

flat*) OR (circulation NEAR10 dwindl* )) )  OR (newspaper*  AND ((newsroom*  NEAR20 job* ) OR 

(newsroom*  NEAR20 layoff) OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 lay-off) OR (newsroom* NEAR20 "lay off") OR 

(newsroom*  NEAR20 "laid off") OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (newsroom*  NEAR20 "cutting 

costs")) )  OR (newspaper*  AND ((journalist*  NEAR20 "job cuts") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 layoff) OR 

(journalist*  NEAR20 lay-off) OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "lay off") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "laid off") OR 

(journalist*  NEAR20 "cut costs") OR (journalist*  NEAR20 "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper*  AND (publish 

NEAR10 "last edition"))  OR (newspaper*  NEAR30 "job cuts") OR (newspaper*  AND (search NEAR5 buyer))) 

AND ("By The Associated Press" OR "(AP)" OR "By Reuters" OR “(Reuters)”) 

 

Factiva Newspaper Query 2: Identifying newspapers use of wire services in covering 

newspapers’ decline 
Constraining to HEADLINE & LEAD 
 ((newspaper*  AND (advertisers near10 los*))  OR (newspaper* AND (("advertising revenue" near10 loss*) OR 

("advertising revenue" near10 lose) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 losing) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 

declin*) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 slump*) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 downturn*) OR ("advertising 

revenue" near10 fell) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 fall) OR ("advertising revenue" near10 drop*) OR 

("advertising revenue" near10 dwind*)))  OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" near10 loss*) OR ("ad revenue" 

near10 lose) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 losing) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 declin*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 

slump*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  near10 fell) OR ("ad revenue" near10 fall) OR 

("ad revenue" near10 drop*) OR ("ad revenue" near10 dwind*) ) )  OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb 

near5 cost*) OR (cut* near5 cost*))) OR (newspaper* AND (future near10 challeng*)) OR (newspaper* near10 

downsiz*)  OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 drop) 

OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" near10 fell) OR ("Audit 

Bureau of Circulations" near10 flat*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" near10 slump*)) AND ("By The Associated Press" OR "(AP)" OR "By Reuters" OR “(Reuters)”) 

 

APPENDIX 3-15: 
Lexis-Nexis Advanced query: Television networks covering newspapers’ decline 
LEAD( (newspaper* w/s bankrupt!) OR (newspaper* w/s folds) OR (newspaper* AND ( (readership w/s loss!) OR 

(readership w/s lose) OR (readership w/s losing) OR (readership w/s declin!) OR (readership w/s slump!) OR 

(readership w/s downturn*) OR (readership w/s fell) OR (readership w/s fall) OR (readership w/s drop!) OR 

(readership w/s dwind!) ) ) or (newspaper* AND ( (circulation w/s loss!) OR (circulation w/s lose) OR (circulation 

w/s losing) OR (circulation w/s declin!) OR (circulation w/s slump!) OR (circulation w/s downturn*) OR 

(circulation w/s fell) OR (circulation w/s fall) OR (circulation w/s drop!) OR (circulation w/s flat!) OR (circulation 

w/s dwindl*)) ) or (newspaper* AND ((newsroom* w/s job*) OR (newsroom* w/s layoff) OR (newsroom* w/s lay-

off) OR (newsroom*w/s "lay off") OR (newsroom* w/s "laid off") OR (newsroom* w/s "cut costs") OR 

(newsroom* w/s "cutting costs")) ) or (newspaper* AND ((journalist* w/s "job cuts") OR (journalist* w/s layoff) 

OR (journalist* w/s lay-off) OR (journalist* w/s "lay off") OR (journalist* w/s "laid off") OR (journalist* w/s "cut 

costs") OR (journalist* w/s "cutting costs")) ) OR (newspaper* AND (publish w/s "last edition")) OR (newspaper* 

w/p "job cuts") OR (newspaper* AND (search w/s buyer)) OR (newspaper*  AND (advertisers w/s los!)) OR 

(newspaper* AND (("advertising revenue" w/s loss!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s lose) OR ("advertising 

revenue" w/s losing) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s declin!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s slump!) OR 

("advertising revenue" w/s downturn*) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fell) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s fall) OR 

("advertising revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("advertising revenue" w/s dwind!))) OR (newspaper* AND (("ad revenue" 

w/s loss!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s lose) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s losing) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s declin!) OR ("ad 

revenue"  w/s slump!) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s downturn*) OR ("ad revenue"  w/s fell) OR ("ad revenue" w/s fall) 

OR ("ad revenue" w/s drop!) OR ("ad revenue" w/s dwind!) ) ) OR (newspaper* AND publisher AND ((curb w/s 

cost!) OR (cut* w/s cost!))) OR (newspaper* AND (future w/s challeng*)) OR (newspaper* w/s downsiz*) OR 

("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s decline*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s drop) OR ("Audit Bureau of 

Circulations" w/s fall*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s fell) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s flat*) 
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OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" AND dwindl*) OR ("Audit Bureau of Circulations" w/s slump!*) ) and 

DATE(>=2000-01-01 and <=2008-12-31) 
 



22 

 

 

TABLES AND FIGURES 

 



23 

 

 

Table One 

 

Publisher (Including Wire Services) Frequency Percent

AP Cooperative 651 31.60

Reuters 509 24.71

The New York Times Company 224 10.87

News Corporation 185 8.98

Washington Post Company 83 4.03

Hearst Corporation 61 2.96

Philadelphia Media Holdings LLC 60 2.91

Sun-Times Media Group 51 2.48

All Others 0.00 12.82

Advance Publications 32 1.55

Times Publishing Company 32 1.55

Cablevision 29 1.41

Hearst Communications 28 1.36

Tribune Company 26 1.26

Copley Press 23 1.12

Gannett Company, Inc. 22 1.07

Avista Capital Partners 20 0.97

Mortimer Zuckerman 15 0.73

A. H. Belo Corporation 14 0.68

Freedom Communications 13 0.63

Cox Enterprises 8 0.39

Dallas Morning News 2 0.10

Total 2060 100.00  
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Table Two 

 

Publication (Not Including Wire Service) Frequency Percent

The Wall Street Journal 163 18.11

New York Times 154 17.11

Washington Post 83 9.22

Boston Globe 70 7.78

Chicago Sun-Times 51 5.67

Philadelphia Inquirer 50 5.56

Houston Chronicle 33 3.67

St. Petersburg Times (Florida) 32 3.56

Newsday (Long Island) 29 3.22

San Francisco Chronicle 28 3.11

All Others 23.00

San Diego Union-Tribune 23 2.56

New York Post 22 2.44

Chicago Tribune 21 2.33

Star Tribune (Minneapolis, MN) 20 2.22

Dallas Morning News 16 1.78

Plain Dealer (Cleveland) 16 1.78

Daily News (New York) 15 1.67

Star-Ledger (Newark, New Jersey) 13 1.44

USA TODAY 11 1.22

Philadelphia Daily News 10 1.11

The Orange County Register 9 1.00

Atlanta Journal and Constitution (Georgia) 8 0.89

Detroit Free Press 8 0.89

Los Angeles Times 5 0.56

Orange County Register (California) 4 0.44

Arizona Republic 3 0.33

Oregonian 3 0.33

Total 900 100.00  
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Table Three 

 

Publisher (Including Wire Services) Frequency Percent

AP Cooperative 651 31.60

Reuters 509 24.71

The New York Times Company 224 10.87

News Corporation 185 8.98

Washington Post Company 83 4.03

Hearst Corporation 61 2.96

Philadelphia Media Holdings LLC 60 2.91

Sun-Times Media Group 51 2.48

All Others 0.00 12.82

Advance Publications 32 1.55

Times Publishing Company 32 1.55

Cablevision 29 1.41

Hearst Communications 28 1.36

Tribune Company 26 1.26

Copley Press 23 1.12

Gannett Company, Inc. 22 1.07

Avista Capital Partners 20 0.97

Mortimer Zuckerman 15 0.73

A. H. Belo Corporation 14 0.68

Freedom Communications 13 0.63

Cox Enterprises 8 0.39

Dallas Morning News 2 0.10

Total 2060 100.00  
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Table Four 

(Including Wire Services) 

Year Frequency %

2000 92 4.47

2001 243 11.80

2002 204 9.90

2003 171 8.30

2004 185 8.98

2005 284 13.79

2006 223 10.83

2007 293 14.22

2008 292 14.17

2009 73 3.54

Total 2060 100.00  

Note: 2009 numbers from January 1 thru March 12 only  
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      TABLE FIVE 

   NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF TELEVISION NEWS 

     VIEWERSHIP DECLINE  

    

 

 

 

 

Newspapers covering TV decline Frequency Percent 

The New York Times 26 27 

The Washington Post 18 19 

Associated Press Newswires 10 11 

The Wall Street Journal 6 6 

The New York Post 4 4 

The San Diego Union-Tribune 4 4 

All Others 27 28 

Chicago Sun Times 3 3 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 3 3 

USA TODAY 3 3 

Daily News (New York) 2 2 

Los Angeles Times 2 2 

The Houston Chronicle 2 2 

THE SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE (California) 2 2 

The Star-Ledger (Newark, New Jersey) 2 2 

Arizona Republic 1 1 

Plain Dealer (Cleveland) 1 1 

Reuters News 1 1 

St. Petersburg Times (Florida) 1 1 

The Philadelphia Inquirer 1 1 

The San Francisco Chronicle (California) 1 1 

The Star Ledger (Newark, New Jersey) 1 1 

The Sunday Oregonian 1 1 
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      TABLE SIX 

NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF DECLINING  

TELEVISION NEWS VIEWERSHIP BY YEAR  

 
Newspapers on TV  

 Year Frequency Percent 

2000 1 1 

2001 11 12 

2002 13 14 

2003 4 4 

2004 8 8 

2005 5 5 

2006 14 15 

2007 16 17 

2008 23 24 
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TABLE SEVEN 

NATIONAL TELEVISION NEWS COVERAGE OF 

DECLINING NEWSPAPER READERSHIP BY  

NETWORK  

 

     

 

Network     

  Frequency Percent 

ABC 1 3 

CBS 2 5 

CNBC 12 32 

CNN 6 16 
Fox  
News 9 24 

NBC 3 8 

PBS 5 13 
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TABLE EIGHT 

NATIONAL TELEVISION NEWS COVERAGE OF 

DECLINING NEWSPAPER READERSHIP BY  

YEAR 

Year     

  Frequency Percent 

2002 4 4 

2003 2 5 

2004 3 6 

2005 11 28 

2006 5 19 

2007 5 12 

2008 8 23 
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Figure One 
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Figure Two 
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Figure Three 
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Figure Four 
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Figure Five 

Newspaper Coverage of Declines 

In Readership 

 

 
   Note: 2009 numbers from January 1 thru March 12 only 
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FIGURE SIX 
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FIGURE SEVEN 

OVERTIME NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF 

DECLINE IN TELEVISION NEWS VIEWING 
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FIGURE EIGHT 
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   FIGURE NINE 

 
 

 


